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Alcohol Consumption 

Construct Indicator Source 

Percent of persons aged 12 and older reporting any use of alcohol in 
the past 30 days NSDUH 

Percent of students in grades 9 through 12 reporting any use of 
alcohol in the past 30 days YRBSS Current use 

Percent of persons aged 18 and over reporting any use of alcohol in 
the past 30 days  BRFSS 

Percent of persons aged 12 and older reporting having five or more 
drinks on at least one occasion in the past 30 days NSDUH 

Percent of students in grades 9 through 12 reporting having 5 or more 
drinks on at least one occasion in the past 30 days YRBSS Current binge 

drinking 

Percent of persons aged 18 and older reporting having 5 or more 
drinks on at least one occasion in the past 30 days BRFSS 

Heavy drinking  
Percent of adults aged 18 and older reporting average daily alcohol 
consumption greater than 2 (male) drinks or greater than 1 drink 
(female) per day  

BRFSS  

Age of initial use  Percent of students in grades 9 through 12 who report first use of 
alcohol before age 13 YRBSS 

Percent of adults aged 18 and older reporting driving after having 
“perhaps too much to drink” in past 30 days BRFSS 

Percent of students in grades 9 through 12 reporting driving in the 
past 30 days when they had been drinking alcohol  YRBSS Drinking and 

driving  

Percent of students in grades 9 through 12 who report riding in a car 
driven by someone who has been drinking YRBSS 

 
Alcohol use 
during 
pregnancy 
 

Percent of pregnant women reporting any use of alcohol during the 
last three months of pregnancy. PRAMS 

Apparent per 
capita ethanol 
consumption 

Total sales of ethanol (as estimated in gallons) in beer, wine, and 
spirits per capita aged 14 and over AEDS  
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Alcohol Consequences 

Construct Indicator Source 

Number of deaths from chronic liver disease per 1000 population  NVSS 

Number of deaths from suicide per 1000 population  NVSS Alcohol-related 
mortality 

Number of deaths from homicide per 1000 population NVSS 

Percentage of fatal motor vehicle crashes for which at least one 
driver, pedestrian, or cyclist had been drinking 

FARS 

Number of vehicle deaths in which at least one driver, pedestrian, or 
cyclist had been drinking per 1000 population  

FARS Motor vehicle 
crashes 

Percent of drivers involved in fatal crashes who used alcohol FARS 

Crime Number of violent crimes (aggravated assaults, sexual assaults, and 
robberies) reported to police per 1000 population 

UCR  

Dependence or 
abuse 

Percent of persons aged 12 and older meeting DSM-IV criteria for 
alcohol abuse or dependence 

NSDUH 



List of Substance Abuse Prevention Indicators  
 

 
Tobacco Consumption 

Construct Indicator Source 

Percent of persons aged 12 and older reporting any use of cigarettes 
in the past 30 days NSDUH 

Percent of persons aged 18 and older who report smoking 100 or 
more cigarettes in their lifetime and now smoke cigarettes either 
every day or on some days 

BRFSS 

Percent of students in grades 9 through 12 reporting any use of 
cigarettes in the past 30 days YRBSS 

Current use 

Percent of students in grades 9 through 12 reporting any use of 
smokeless tobacco in the past 30 days YRBSS 

Percent of adults aged 18 and older who report smoking 100 
cigarettes in their lifetime and now smoke every day BRFSS 

Daily use 
Percent of students in grades 9 through 12 who report smoking 
cigarettes on 20 or more days within the past 30 days YRBSS 

Age of initial use  Percent of students in grades 9 through 12 initiating tobacco use 
before age 13 YRBSS 

Percent of pregnant women reporting smoking during the last three 
months of pregnancy. PRAMS Tobacco use 

during 
pregnancy Percent of pregnant women reporting smoking any time during 

pregnancy. NVSS 

Total cigarette 
consumption 
per capita 

Number of packs of cigarettes taxed at the wholesale level per capita 
aged 18 and older 

State excise 
tax data 

 
 

Tobacco Consequences 

Construct Indicator Source 

Number of deaths from lung cancer per 1000 population  NVSS 

Number of deaths from COPD and emphysema per 1000 population  NVSS Tobacco-related 
mortality 

Number of deaths from cardiovascular disease per 1000 population  NVSS 
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Illicit Drug Consumption 

Construct Indicator Source 

Percent of persons aged 12 and older reporting any use of marijuana 
in the past 30 days NSDUH 

Percent of students in grades 9 through 12 reporting any use of 
marijuana in the past 30 days YRBSS 

Percent of persons aged 12 and older reporting use of any illicit drug 
other than marijuana, or an abusable product that can be obtained 
legally, in the past 30 days 

NSDUH 

Percent of students in grades 9 through 12 reporting the use of 
cocaine in the past 30 days   YRBSS 

Current use  

Percent of students in grades 9 through 12 reporting the use of 
inhalants in the past 30 days   YRBSS 

Lifetime use Percent of students in grades 9 through 12 reporting any use of 
specific classes of illicit drugs in their lifetime YRBSS 

Age of initial use Percent of students in grades 9 through 12 reporting first use of 
marijuana before age 13 YRBSS 

 
 

Illicit Drug Consequences 

Construct Indicator Source 

Number of deaths from drug related behavior per 1000 population NVSS 
Drug-related 
mortality 

Number of deaths from drug related poisonings per 1000 population NVSS 

Crime Number of property crimes (larceny, burglary, MV theft) reported to 
police per 1000 population UCR 

Illicit drug 
dependence or 
abuse 

Percent of persons aged 12 and older meeting DSM-IV criteria for 
drug abuse or dependence NSDUH 

 
 
 

 


